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Lesson 4 of 4: Whose universe is it?

Aim of the lesson 

· to explore the notion of stewardship in relation to the universe

· to understand the impact of humankind on earth and within the universe

· to reflect on whether human technology and advancement is necessarily a good thing

Differentiation / Extension

Teachers could differentiate the level at which students think through the questions on Student Worksheet 1 by pairing them according to ability. 

Suggestions for extension work are given at the end of the lesson plan. 
Assessment

There are opportunities for assessment throughout this lesson, especially within the suggested extension work.

Duration:

1 hour lesson

Timings:

· Starter 
 
10 mins, 

· Main activities   40 mins 

· Plenary 

10 mins
Age Group:
           14 – 16 years 

Previous knowledge needed by teacher

None

Previous knowledge needed by students

It would be helpful if students came to this lesson with some previous knowledge of what different religions teach about stewardship. (As well as referring back to Unit 5a, see the lessons in Unit 1b dealing with Hindu, Muslim, Buddhist, Sikh, Jewish and Christian thinking about the environment.)
Background Reading

None

Resources

PowerPoint: Environmental destruction
Student Worksheet 1: Thinking about Mars
Student Worksheet 2: Model answer
Student Worksheet 3: Further model answer

Introduction / Starter activity

Show students the PowerPoint images of the beauty of our world as well as its images of how human beings have polluted it. 
Ask students what they think and feel about the images.  Within the presentation are a few key questions: Who decides what is right and wrong?  Does everything have an equal value?  Should all things be treated respectfully?  
Discuss these with the class.

Main Activities

Link these key questions to your recent debate about terraforming Mars. 

In pairs ask the students to discuss the following questions from Student Worksheet 1 - Who decides what is right and wrong?  Does everything have an equal value?  Should all things be treated respectfully?  What would happen to Mars if it became colonised by humans?  Does it matter if Mars loses its present unique features?  Are we justified in exploding bombs beneath its surface, melting its ice-caps, mining its rocks and minerals?  

Come back together to hear and discuss students’ thoughts. 
Give students Student Worksheet 2: Model Answers and ask them to have a go at bullet pointing an answer to this typical RE GCSE evaluation question.  Share together what points have been made and in what order, before using this exercise to teach students how to answer a question with depth and clarity, each point of their argument moving on from the previous one in a methodical and reasoned way. 
Ask students to detail both what they did well in their answer and also what could have been improved before identifying their future targets with regard to written answers.

Extension work

Using Student Worksheet 3: Further Model Answer, ask students to read the examination question and a good answer from AQA.  Then ask them to write down on the lines provided what they need to remember to do to gain full marks.  Then set them a practice examination question based on the work they have covered in this unit.

Plenary

In the light of the last four lessons, ask students to reflect on whether human technology and advancement is necessarily a good thing. Should we be spending money on investigating Mars when our own planet is in such need?
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