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Lesson 3 – Student Worksheet 1

The perfect Planet

Read Student Resource Sheet 1: ‘The Legend of Magrathea’ first before starting this activity:

The legend says that once, in a far part of the galaxy, there was a planet called Magrathea. The whole of Magrathea was given over to the manufacturing of planets, to order, and became, for a time, very rich. The excerpt is from ‘The Hitch-hiker’s Guide to the Galaxy’ by Douglas Adams.  In the story, the main characters discover, to their shock, that the planet Earth had been designed and engineered on Magrathea – right down to the burying of dinosaur bones in the earth’s crust!

Imagine you are a Magrathean engineer.

Two immensely rich clients –humanoid male and female – have hired you to build them the perfect planet.

You interview them.

You ask them: ‘What is the purpose of the planet? (What do you want it for?)’

They reply:

You ask them: ‘do you want the planet to be perfect for you, or the most beautiful planet, or the most perfect planet for its inhabitants?’

They reply:

You ask them: ‘What sort of landscapes do you want on your planet?’

They reply:

You ask them:’What sorts of life-forms do you want on your planet?’

They reply:

You thank your clients and politely ask them to come back next week when you will have some plans available for them to look at. You now turn to your ‘Planetary Planning Grid’ and begin to fill it in.

	Name of planet

	purpose of planet
	

	landscapes/seascapes
	

	climate and temperature
	

	life-forms


	

	other factors
	


· You will need to think about ; seasons, moons, size of planet, colours.

· Are any life-forms vegetarian, or would some feed upon each other?

· Would you wish to eliminate disease from your planet, or not?

· Would your planet be peaceful?  (difficult if human beings were to live on it).

· You will need to think all the time about what your clients’ requirements are.

(Remember – every planet built on Magrathea has to comply with the laws of nature – so no impossibilities such as money growing on trees!)
You now turn to your drawing board to sketch your planet – as seen from space.

You may wish to add other, more detailed sketches.

(separate paper will be supplied for this)

Finally, you need to write a detailed description of your new design.  Include all the elements on your grid.  You may have additional questions to ask your clients – if so, make a note of these.

	


At last!  You have finished!

You invite your clients back in to your office and show them your drawings and description.

They clear up any questions you may have.

They are delighted.  They want you to start building the planet right away.

They pay you in advance – a huge sum, an amount beyond the wildest dreams of most members of the Galaxy.  It is a very satisfying amount even to you – and you hum a song all the way to the bank!

Postscript: 

Your planet, after huge amounts of sweat and toil in the vast workshops of Magrathea, is up and running within ten years.  Thereafter, it orbits serenely around its sun for many generations.  Unknown to you and your clients – thankfully, as you would not be pleased – a newly evolved species in another part of the Galaxy has developed the technology to terraform planets – and they have turned their beady eyes and their space cameras towards your planet……..
Science and Religion in Schools Project: Unit 5e: Terraforming

