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Lesson Plan 1: Was the Buddha a scientist?

Learning objectives of the lesson
· To understand the methods used by science and Buddhism to obtain knowledge

· To apply their understanding of the scientific method when interpreting the life of the Buddha

· To have evaluated the similarities and differences between the scientific and Buddhist method of obtaining knowledge

Differentiation / Extension

Differentiate by: 

· Targeting questions

· Selecting student pairings

· Providing a writing frame to help weaker students structure their evaluation response 

Extend able students by:

· Encouraging them to make links between science and their prior knowledge of Buddhism

· Encouraging them to reflect on how Buddhists might view science differently from another religion, such as Christianity 

Assessment

Informal: Monitor student understanding informally through targeting questions during whole class activities and during individual work.

Formal: Skills of application and evaluation can be assessed formally through highlighting work and written response to evaluation question.

Peer: Students can peer-assess each other’s work when they compare results from highlighting activity. Student responses to others’ work can also be invited when students read out their evaluations.

Duration:
1 hour lesson

Timings
Starter 
 
10 mins,


Main activities  
40 mins


Plenary 

10 mins
Age group:
14-16 years
Previous knowledge needed by teacher: As well as having a basic understanding of Buddhism and the life of the Buddha, to have read the introductory notes written in the overview for this unit would be useful.

Previous knowledge needed by students: Prior knowledge and understanding of the life of the Buddha and the Four Noble Truths would be beneficial.

Resources: Student Information Sheet: “Was the Buddha a Scientist?”

Introduction / Starter activity

Outline the learning objectives of the lesson. It will be useful to begin by discussing questions like: 

· What is science?  

· How do scientists obtain knowledge about the world?

(More can be found on this in Unit 1a.) 

This can be done either as pair / group work or as a teacher-led brainstorming activity.

Some students may at this point be able to make links between Buddhism and science based on what they have already studied.

Main Activities

Comparing Buddhism and science

· Distribute the Student Information Sheet: Was the Buddha a scientist?

· Allow students time to read alone or read together as whole class activity.

· Discuss reasons why the Buddha has been described as an early scientist. Ensure students understand ideas like ‘observation’, ‘experimentation’ and ‘theory’.

· Encourage students to think of reasons why the comparison between the Buddha and a scientist may be unconvincing. The following trigger questions might help: Would a scientist today regard the Buddha as a scientist? If not, why not? Is the kind of knowledge obtained by the Buddha the same as that obtained by science?

Student responses to these ideas can be briefly recorded in exercise books or in the space available on the sheet.

Evaluation: Was the Buddha a scientist?

Allow students plenty of time to respond to the evaluation question, ‘Was the Buddha a scientist?’ They should prepare a developed answer drawing on two differing points of view, and write a concluding paragraph.

Some students may be prepared to read their work out to the class. Others may be willing to let you read it on their behalf. 

Plenary

Review learning objectives of lesson, checking student understanding of key terms (e.g. observation, experiment etc) as well as perceived similarities and differences between Buddhism and science.
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